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A Letter
from the
President

by Gwen O'Donnell
refinement, Technology and Reading, Young
Authors. We are strengthening our services to
the membership as well as to local councils,
communicating with membership via the
journal and newsletter, and communicating
with other professional . organizations. I
applaud the Board of Directors, Committee
Chairmen and the Committee Members for
their time and energy devoted to the
enhancement of reading throughout Michigan.
Our strength derives from our membership. We are an organization that is
respected for its breadth of interests,
professional involvement, and size of
membership. This 32nd year promises to
continue MRA's tradition of an active,
informed organization. I encourage you to
become more involved as we continue to
learn from and support one another in our
effort to improve instructional practices and
foster a love of- learning.
I will end with a quote by Dorothy Canfield
Fisher which I have adopted is "Through
books ... ldeas find their way to human brains,
and ideals to human hearts and souls." As
Mary Bigler said in her President's Message in
1982, "Few human endeavors require more
wisdom, labor, and dedication than teaching.
Even fewer offer the joy and satisfaction that
a teacher feels when a student says, '' Now I
get it, teach me some more!"

The Michigan Reading Association is a
dynamic organization of 4,000 professionals
throughout Michigan interested in reading
instruction. MRA leads with purposes which
are:
• To improve the quality of reading
programs at all levels.
• To promote supportive participation
with the citizenry for reading improvement.
• To promote the development of
reading proficiency among all peoples.
• To promote and facilitate the work of
local and special interest councils and
sponsor professional conferences and
meetings.
These purposes have extrapolated into
many activities including conferences,
publications, legislative networking,
communicating with other professional
organizations involved in education, working
with local councils to support their activities,
and much more.
Together, we have learned new instructional strategies, new ways of thinking about
reading, including text, reading situation,
reader, reader outcomes and evaluation.
We are looking forward to the work of
the 1987-1988 MRA committees regarding
issues and topics including Administrators,
Awards, Celebrate Literacy, Children's
Literature, with the Michigan Department of
Education, Early Childhood, Legislative
Activities, Literacy, March is Reading Month,
Newspaper in Education, Parents and
Reading, Reading and the Limited English
Proficient Student, Research, Standards for
Reading, the MEAP test development and

With best wishes,

Gwen O'Donnell
President
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